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The Preface of the Tranflator, j 

To the Chriftian Reader. 

F all the controverts 
which have exercifed the 
Church ofChri&>there 
is none more ancient than 
that of the Sabbath : So 
ancient^ that it tooke be- 
ginning even in the infan- 
cy of the Church, and 
grew up with it. For as we 
read in th eA€ts y There 
rofc up certain of the fe£i of the Pharifes-, which 
beleeved, faying, that irvvas needfull to circum- 
cifc the people, and to command them tokeepe 
the law ofMofes • whereof the Sabbarb was apart: 
which in the general 1 , as the slpoflles la inured to fup- 
preffejn thefirft Gcnerall Councell holden in leru- 
falem : So 'did S .VzvX^uponoccafxon of trkpfe miniftry 
this controvcrfvfirft began ^endeavour what he could a- j 
gainft this 'particular. Sharply reproving thofe which \ 
hallowed yt the levvifh Sabbath, and obferved 
dayes, and moneths,and times, as if he had bc- 
ftowed his labour in vaine upon them. But more 
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particularly inhti Epiftle to the Coloflians, Let no 
man judge you in refpeft of an holy day, or of 
the new Moone,or oi the Sabbath dayes$ which 
were a ftiadow of things to come, but the body 
is of ChrilJ:. Both which exprefftons 0/ S. Paul, are 
in thisfollowingdifcourfeproducedto this very purpofe, 
Tet notwithfianding all this care, b&tb generally of the 
Apoftlcs, and. more efpecia&y of S .Paul, to fupprejfe 
this errour ; it grew up fitM, and had it's patrons and 
abettours, Ebion and Cerinrhus, two of the wret- 
ched^ hereticks of the primitiue times, and after 
them AyoVLin&marefaidto countenance and defend 
it^ which ^ doubt lej? t made the ancient fathers declare 
themfelves more fully in it, as a dangerous pointy which 
feemedto confirme the Iewes in their incredulity, and 
might occasion others to make quefiion of our Saviours 
commingin theflefb. Hence was itfhat Irena?us,Iu- 
ftin Martyr, Tertullian4»^Eufebius,«»f«o/rf- 
nowxefor learning in the primitive times ( three of 
the which are citedin the Text of this follorvingdif- 
courfe,and the fourth quoted in the margin) affirme for 
certaine } That never any of the Patriarks before Mo- 
fes Law } didobferve the Sabbath: which quefiion- 
lejfe they muft have donc,hadthat Law beene morall, 
and diBatetyy nature, as now fome teach us. After- 
wards by the oppofition made by Epiphanius, in his 
confutation of the herefies of the Ebionites; and by 
the refolutions 0/ Thcodorct,^ the 2 0. o/Ezekiel, 
Procopius GazeuSj on the fecond of Genefis , by 
Damafcen, and our venerable Bede {which two laft 
are here alfo citedJeB.the 2 .) concurring with the for- 
mer fathers; all talke and observation of the Iewifh 
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Sabbath vanijhedutterly*, and the Lords dayjrbich 
bad from the Apoftles twes beene injiituted by the 
Church, in the place thereof, was hallowed* without 
any rivaU. Nor doe lfinde y but that all fuperjlitious 
fancies about that day, were as wholly abrogated y as 
thedayitjelfe. Save that Saint Gregory tttts w y 
howfomeinRomewere fa fuperjlitious in tbiskinde, 
that they would neither worke upon the Saturday, 
nor fo much as wafh upon the Sunday,. But af- 
ter y in the darker times, as it is thought by fame, Pe- 
rer de Bruis the founder of tfaVtttobu&*n$(he was 
burnt for her efie Anno 112 6 J) began todrawmdecpe 
on thefe lees 0/Iudaifme ; which here our Do&or *#- 
timates in the j.SeB.wherehe joynes the Petrobufi- 
an tritb the Ebionites , mim indeed were Icmfo in 
this point. And po$bly y from the remainders of this 
DoBrine, Video a French Prieft, and a notable hy- 
pocrite, m our King Richard counted him, lighted 
upan a next Sabbatarian fpeculation, which after- 
wards Euftachius one of his affocmes difperfedm 
England: I call it new, as mill may. for whereas 
Mo fcs gave commandement to the Iewcs* that they 
fhould fanBijie one day onely of the wetke, viz. that fe- 
venth whereon GodrtftediThey taught the people that 
the Chriftian Sabbath was to begin on Saturday 4? 
three of the clocks and to continue till Sun-rifwg en the 
M unday morning : During which latitude of timejt 
was not laxtfull to doe any kinde oftvorke what ever, no 
not fo much as to bake bread on Saturday for the 
Sundayes eating ; to wafh or dry linnen for the 
morrowes wearing. Tea,they had mkacles in (tore, 
J pretended to be wrought on fuch as had not yeelded to 
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their doBrine thereby to countenance the Supcrfti- 
tious,4^ confound the weake, And which was more 
than this , for the author itie of their device, they had 
tofbetv a letter fent from God himfelfe, and left pro- 
digioufly over the Altar in Saint Simeons Church 
in Golgatha : whereinthis Sabbatarian dream was 
impofed forfooth upon all the nor Id , on paine ofdi- 
verfe plagues and terrible comminations , if it were 
not punctually obferved. The letter is at large re- 
peated by Roger de Hovedcn • and out of him, as 
lfuppofe,by Matth. Paris: who doe withall repeat 
the miracles*) rvhereby this doUrine was confirmed. I 
adde n$ more but this, that could I either beleeve 
thofe miracles , nhich are there related: or faw 1 any 
now, like thofe, to countenance the reviving of this 
firange opinion {for now it is revived and publifbed:) 
I might perhaps per fwade my felfe to entertaine it. 

But to proceed. Immediately upon the reformation 
^/Religion in theft weflernt parts, the Controver- 
fie brake out afrefb; though in another manner than 
before it did. For there wertfome of whom Calvin 
fpeakes , who would have had all daies alike 5 all e- 
qualiy to bee regarded • (hee meanes the Anabap- 
ti&s,as Itakeit) and reckoned that the Lords day 
4S the Church continued it y was a Iewifh ceremonie. 
Affirmingitto croffe thi doBrine of 'Saint Paul 5 n^0 
in the T exts before remembred^ and in the 14. to the 
Rom, did feeme to them, to criedonwe all fuch diffe- 
rence of dayes and times ',as the Church retained. 
To meete which vaine and feccant humor ,Calvin was 
faine to bend his forces^ declaring how the Church 
might lawfully retaine fet times for Gods folemne fer- 
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vice ^without infringing any of 5, Pauls commande- 
mettts. But on the other fide, as commonly the ex- 
cefjeismore exorbitant than the defeft, there wan- 
ted not fome others , who thought they could not ho- 
nour the Lords day fufficiently , mlejje they did 
affixc as great a fan&itie unto it, as the Iewes 
did unto their Sabbath. So that the change feemed 
to be onely of the day ; the fuferjlition fiitf remay- 
ning no lejje Iewifh , than before it was. Thefe 
taught t as now fome doe , Moralem eficuniusdiei 
obfervationcm in hebdomada , the keeping holy 
to the Lord one day in feven , to be the morall part 
of the fourth Commandement : which do&rine, what 
elfcisit, (foheeproceedes y and here the Do&or 
§o rebates it in his third seBion ) than in con- 
tempt of the Iewes to change the day, and to 
affixc a greater fan&itie unto the day, than 
thofe ever did ? -As for himfelfe, fo farre was hee 
from favouring any fuch wayward fancie, that as 
John Barclay makes report 9 hee had a confutation 
once, de trans ferenda folennitate Dominica in 
feriam quintam , to alter the Lords day from 
Sunday unto Thurfday. How true this is I can- 
not fay. But fure it is, that Calvin tooke the Lords 
day to be an ecclefiafticall and humane confti- 
tution onely 3 Quern veteres in locum Sabbati 
fabrogaruntj^oiatt^ by our Anceftors to fupply 
the place of the lew ifh Sabbath : and (as our Do- 
<3or tells as from him in his feventh SeBion) as alte- 
rable by the Church at this prefent time, as firji 
it was , when from the Saturday they tranflated it 
unto the S«^^^fr^fitoi«r* 
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refokes upon three Conclwdons : firfl^ that the l ee- 
ping holy of one day in feven, is not the moral I part 
of the fourth Commandment : fecondly^ that the day 
was changed from the lafi day of the weele unto the 
firft,by theauthoritie of the Church , and not 
by any divine Ordinance : and thirdly , that the 
day is yet alterable by the Church > as atfirft 
it vp as. 

Neither was hee the onely one that hath fo deter- 
mined. For,forthefirft> that to keepe holy one 
day of feven, is not the moral! part of the fourth 
Commandement, our Do&Oi hath delivered in 
the third SeBion^ that not Toftatus onely, but even 
Aquinas, andrrithhim all the Schoolemen, have 
agreed ufon it. Nor was there any that ofpofed it in 
the Schooles of Rome, that I have met with<> till 
Catharinus lookenparmesagainft Toftatus : affir- 
ming, but with ill fuccejj'e, that the Commandement 
of the Sabbath was impofed on Adam in the jirfl 
Cradle of the world • there where the Lord is faid to 
blefTe the feventh day and fan&ifie it. which 
fancie y byour Author isrejeBed, and the opinion of 
Toftatus juftified againfl him, though he name him 
not. As for the Proteftant Schooles, befides what 
is affirmed by Gd\vm\and fecended by rfe?Do&or 
in this following Difcourfe ; this fe ernes to be the 
judgement of the Divines of the Low-Countries. 
Francifc. Gomarus, one home fufficienh for his 
undertakings againft Arminius , published Anno 
1628. a little Treatife about the Originall of the 
Sabbath, and therein principally canvajj'ed thefe two 
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ned by God, immediately on the Creation of 
the World: the yjfw^WhetherallChriftians 
are obliged by the fourth Commandemeat, al- 
wayes to fet apart one day in feven, to Gods 
holy worfhip : * both which hee determines nega- 
tively And Do&orRyvetjMtftf/ 1 the four e Pro- 
feffors in Leiden, although he differs in the firft^yet 
in the fecond,which doth moft concerne m C hriftians, 
they agree together : affirming alfo jointly y that the 
appointing of the Lords day for Gods publike 
fervice, was neither done by God himfelfe, nor 
by his Apoftles , but by authoritie of the 
Church. Far Seconds , Gomarus brings in Vata- 
bltis, and Wolfgangus Mufculus • and Ryvet 
vmcheth the authoritie of our Do&or here. For fo 
Gomarus, in the aflertion and defence of the fir ft 
opinion againft this Ryvet ; De quibus etiam CI. 
& Do&. D. Prideaux in Oratione de Sabbato 
confenfionem extare, eodem judicio [by Ry vets 
information] libenter intelleximus. / mil adde 
one thing onely, which is brief ely this. The Hollan- 
ders, trhen they difcovered Fretum le Maire, Anno 
1 615. though they obferved a moft exaB account of 
their time at Sea • yet at their comming home, they 
found , comparingtheir account tvith theirs in Hol- 
land^t^f they had loft a day 5 that which 00s Sunday 
to the one, being Munday to the other, which of ne-> 
ce(fitie muft happen, as it is calculated by Geogra- 
phers^ thofe that compajje the world from weft to 
Eaft : as contrarie, they had got a da% had they fayled 
it Eafttrard. And now nhat fhould thefe people doe 
when they were return'd £ If they muft fanUtjie pre- 
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j rifely one day in feven, they mujl have fanBified a 
I day apart from their other countrymen , and had a 
' Sabbath by themselves ; or to comply with others^ 
mufi hate broken the Morall Lzw 3 which mujl for no 
refpeBs be violated, see wore hereof at large in Car- 
penters Geogr.p.a37.&c. 

Next, for the fecond f hells, that the alteration 
of the day is onely an humane and Ecclefiafti- 
call Conftitution, the Do3or fbeweth in the fifth 
SeBion y the generali confent of aU forts of Papifts, 
Iefuits^Canonifts^^Sehoolemenjo/y&w^rfrfj 
Lutherans byname j and generally \of the Remon- 
ftrant or Arminian Divines in their Confeflion : 
whofe teudries in this point \wee may conceive with rea- 
fitt not to be different from the doBrineofthe Bclgick 
Churches ; in that thefoureViofeftbts f/Leiden, 
/* their Examination or Review of that Confef- 
fion, have faffed them over without note oroppojition. 
To thtfe btfdes , are added diver fe of our ome ^ &e 
noftris non pauci, as hee j\>eakes it in the generally 
i. e. as I conceive his meaning , fuch as are neither of 
the Lutheran nor Arminian partie. O f 'which \f\nce 
hee hath inftanced in none particularly ^ I will malt 
bold to borrow two or three Tefiimonies out of the 
TraBate of Gomarus, before remcmbred. Andfirft 
fo^/rgr/aBullinger, who in his Comment on the 
firfl of the Revelation calls it Ecclefia? confue- 
tudinem, an Ecch$as~tica& Ordinance . and after 
addesi S\)ome Ecclefias receperunt illam diem, 
&c. The Church did of its ovvne accord agree 
upon that day, for wee reade nor any where that 
ic was commanded. Next V i&msjelling w that 
_. Cod 
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God had abrogated the Iewifh Sabbath ; addespre- 
fently, that he left it 'free unto the Church, alios 
dies eligere, to make choice of any other day to 
be (elected for his fervice • and that the Church 
made choice of this, in honour of our Saviours 
refurre&ion. Zanchius affirmes the fame, Nul- 
Ubilegimus Apoftolos,#V. Wereadenotany 
where (faith he) that the Apoftles did command 
this day to be ob ferved in the Church of God ; 
onely we finde what the Apoftles and others of 
the faithfull ufed to doe upon it, liberum ergo re- 
liquermt: which is an argument, that they left 
it wholly unto the difpofition of the Church. 
Aretius, Simler, Dav. Parous, And Bucerus, 
which are all there alledgod, might bee here produced) 
were not thefe fufficient ; Adde hereunto thegeneraU 
eonfent of our Englifh Prelates, the Architects of 
our reformation in the time of King Edward the 
(ixth ; who in the Act of Pari iament about keeping 
holy dayes, have determined thus>Ugether with the 
reft of that grand a fembiy • viz. Neither is it to be 
thought that there is any certainetime, or defi- 
nite number of dayes, prefcribed in holy Sctip- 
tnre,but that the appointment both of the time 
and alfo of the number of the dayes, is left by 
the authority of Gods Word, to the authority 
of Chrifts Church, to bee determined and afc 
flgncd orderly in every Country by the difcre- 
tion of the Rulers and Minifters thereofjas they 
(hall judge raoft expedient to the true fetting 
forth of Gods glory, and edification of the peo- 
ple. . which preamble, if not to bee under food 'ho- 
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ly day es,erof Saints dnycs onely (whofe being left 
the authority of the Church was never questioned) 
but of the Lords day alfo: as by the body of the 
A& dot h at full 'dpf >eare. 

Lajiofall for the third and loft conclufion 9 that 
ftill the Church hath power to change the day, 
our Do dor, in the feventh Seftion, brings in Bol- 
linger, Bucer, Brentius, Vrfinus, and Chem- 
nitius,aliifc|ue noftris, with diverfe others not na* 
med particularly^ they are 5 which thinke no other- 
wife thereof than C al vin did, and fhewes by what di- 
ftin&im Suarez, though otherwise no friend unto the 
men> doth defend their doBrine; now as the do&rine 
v>as,fuch alfo is thepraBife ofthofemen and Churches, 
devoydofanythe leaftfuperftitious rigour > 3 efieeming 
it to be as a day left arbitrary, and therefore open to 
aUhonefi exercifes and lawful! recreations j by which 
the minde may be refrefhed, and the fpirits quickned, t 
Even in Geneva it felfe, according as it is relatedin ' 
the inlargement o/Boterus by Robert Iohnfon, All , 
honeft exercifes, (hooting in Peeces, Long- ) 
Bowes, Croffe-Bowes,&c. are ufed on the Sab- ! 
bath day, and that both in the morning , before 
and after the Sermon* neither doe the Mini- 
ftersfinde fault therewith, fo that they hinder ; 
not from hearing of the Word at the time ap- 
pointed. Dancing indeed they doe notfuffer ; but 
this not in relation to the Sunday , but the Sport 
it felfe , which is held unlawfully and generally 
forbidden in the French Churches; Which JlriB- 
ncfie, as fome note, confvdering how the> French doe 
delight in dancing , hath beene 4 great hinder ance 
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to the growth the reformed Religion in that 
Kingdome. 

which being fo, the judgement and the prz&ifc 
offo many men, and of fitch feverall perfivafions in 
the controverted points of the ■Chriftiaftfaith,<r0/*f»f- 
ringfounanimoufly together : the miracle if the grea- 
ter, that wee in England fhouldtake up a contrary o- 
pinion, and thereby feparate our {elves from all that 
are ^//^ehriftian. Tetfoit is, I skill not how it 
comes to pajfe, but fo it is, that fome amongft its 
have rev'rvdagaine the Ievvifh Sabbath, though not 
the day itfclfe, yet the name and thing. Teaching 
that the Commandement of fan&ifying every 
feventh day, as in the Mofaicall Decalogue, is 
natural], morall, and perpetuall ; that whereas 
all things elfe in the Ievvifh Church were fo 
changed that they were cleane taken away ; this 
day (meaning the Sabbath) was fo changed, 
that it ftill remaineth : and laftly, that the Sab- 
bath was not any of thofe ceremonies which 
were juftly abrogated at Chrifts comming. All 
which pofitions are condemned for contrary to the 
Articles of the Church of England : as in a 
Comment onthofe Articles, perufed and by the 
lawfull authority of the Church allowed to bee 
publike, is moft cleere and manifeft. which Do&ri- 
nals though dangerous in themfelves^ and different 
from the judgement of the ancient Fathers, and of 
the great ejl Clerks of 'the latter times, are not yet 
halfefo defperate,as that which foUoweth thereupon, in 
point of pra&ife. For thefe pofitions granted, and 
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fucb firangt paradoxes, as in confederation of the yre- 
mifes^have beene delivered from feme Pulpits in this 
Kingdomcj As viz. That to doe any fervile 
worke or bufinefle on the Lords day, is as great 
a finne, as to kill a man, or commit adultery* 
that to throw a Bowie, to make a Feaft,or drefle 
a wedding dinner on the Lords day, is as great a 
finne, as for a man to take a knife and cuts his 
childes throat ; that to ring more Bells than one , 
on the Lords day , is as great a finne as to com- 
mit murder. The Author which reports them aU ? 
was frefent when the breacher o/the laft pofition was 
convented/tff it. And I beleeve him in the reJi.Tbe 
rather, fince I have heard it preached in London, 
that the Law of Mofes, whereby death temporal! 
was anointed for the Sabbath-breaker, was yet in 
force j and that who ever did the workes of his ordi- 
nary calling on the Sabbath day,iw re dye there- 
fore. And l know alfo, that in a Towne of my acquain- 
tance> the Preachers there had brought the people to 
thatpaj?e,thatneitherbakcd nor roft-mcat, was to 
bee found in all the Parirti for a Sundayes dinner 
throughout the yeere. Thefe are the ordinary fruits 
offuch dangerous Do brines ; and againjl thefe and 
fuch as thefe, our Author in this following Treatife 
dotbaddreffebimfelfe, accusing them that entertaine 
the former Do(Xnm\\s 3 every where, of no lefiethan 
Iudaifme, andpreffng them with that of Auftin, 
thM they who literally underftand the fourth 
Commandementjdoenot yet favour of the Spi- 
rit, SeBion the third. 

This when 1 had confidered, when I had ferhufly 
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obferved how much tbefe fancies were repugnant both 
to the ttndries of this Churchy and judgements of att 
kinde of Writer s^ and howunfafeto be admitted ; / 
thought I could not gee about a better worke, than to 
exhibiteto the view of my deare Countrymen this 
following Treatife • delivered firft y and after pub- 
lifhed by the Author in another Language. Thera- 
ther^fince of late the clamour is encreafed, and that 
there is not any thing now more frequent in 
fomeZe/of/mouthes, (to ufe the Do&ors words) 
than that the Lords day is with us licentioufly, 
yea facrilcgiouflyprophaned, Se&m the fir ft. 
Tofatisfiewhofe fcruples, and give content unto their 
mindes 3 /doubt not but this following Difcourfe will 
be fufficient : which for that caufe/have tranflated 
faithfully 3 and with asgood proprietie as / could: not 
fwervingany where from the fence j and as little as I 
could , from the phrafe and letter. Gratum opus 
Agricolis : a Worke,as /conceive it,not unfutable 
to the prefent times : wherein , bejides thofe pec- 
cant fancies before remembred 3 fome have fo farre 
proceeded^ as not alone to make the Lords day fub- 
jeBtothe Iewifti rigours-, but to bringin againe 
the Iewifh Sabbath, and abrogate the Lords day 
altogether, /will no longer detaine the Readcr/hM* 
the benefit hee fhaU reape hereby : Onely / will crave 
leave , for his greater benefit 3 to repeat the fumme 
thereof-^ which is brie fely this : Firfc that the Sab- 
Dath was not instituted in the firft Creation of 
the World, nor ever kept by any of the Ancient Pa- 
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THE 

DOCTRINE 

OF THE 

SABBATH. 

A Speech, delivered in the 

A€t at O xo n. at the pro- 
ceeding Do&ors 3 

/Chust, Greenb* 

\1 O. T O LSO N. 

Of «T ho. Iacksok. 
/Tho. BlNiOM. 

^1 O. H A RR I S* 

In theyecre of Christ, idiii 

touching the Sabbath. 

(I j ilift fi V-to y s ■ i i so ?j y th v jfioi foori nt fct 

Lev it. 9.3a. 

Teejbali hceye my Sabbath,and reverence my 
SanBuarie : I am the Lord. 
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OF THE 

SABBATH^ 

Sect. I. 

Y annuall taske {learned 'and 
courteous ^Auditors ) is (as 
you fee) returned againc : 
whereto being bound (as I 
may fay ) like Titim unto 
Caucafus, I muft of neceflitie cxpofe ray 
felfe to fb many Cultures. Divinitie tof- 
fed with fb many ftormes , and by her 
owne unworthily handled, hath noc 
(which was much feared) as yet mifcar- 
ried* <Bthold I and thefomes which God hath 
given mee. And though fliee doe not 
glory, as before fhee hath done, of a nu- 
merous iffue ; yet free is comforted with 
thele fiw , whofe modeftie doth promife 
to fupply that want , and hide her na- 
kednefie* ^i^tey^^e^WeyeweSfflOiw) 



z Vj we oavvata. 




according to the cuftome of this place, 
honetily to difmifle them hence , being 
now furniftied and provided 5 after all 
their labours. And being it is thefeventb 
yeerefince I firft attained unto this place } 
and that there want not fome litigious 
differences about the Sabbath, which have 
of late difturbed the quiet of the Church : 
I hope it will not feeme unfeafonablc, 
{Fathers and 'Brethren) tofpeake unto you 
fomewhat of this argument j and therein 
rather to explode their errors, who either 
feeme to tend, on the one fide to Atheifme, 
or on the other fide to ludaifme, than any 
way to brand their perfons. And that our 
following difcourfe may iflue from the 
purer Fountaine, we will derive it from 
the 15. of Ley it. <v. 50. (which doubt- 
leffe, for the greater certaintie thereof, is 
againe repeated , cap. 16. <v, x .) Tee /hall 
keepe my Sabbaths. Now for the firft word 
Sabbath^ the learned in the Hebrew Lan- 
guage derive it not from ysv 3 which be- 
ing interpreted, is Seven, but from rw, 
which ligmhcth to ceafe, leave off, or reft 
fepdfefe$$ fe^^ateve affinitic 
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with ~sw , to [et dpwne, and rw, to adore, \ 
and prai[e 5 all which doe intimate unto 
us, as well the ufe of the Sabbath 3 as the 
duties alfb of all thole who are bound to 
keepe it. It is not my intent to lay before 
you fuch further Etymologies, as either arc 
afforded us from Plutarch, and the reft of 
Greece j who fetch it from to tri* 
ttmpb, dance, or make glad the countenance : 
or from m*£*»% a firname of $accbw ; or 
at the leaft, fome fonne of his, in Cceliu* m * c ^ 1! 
%})odigtms y (whence Bacchus Priefts arc 
frequently called Sabbi SWxnades, or Sa- 
ltans , in ancient Authors : ) nor from 
which is the Spleene, from the di- 
(tempers of the which (as Giraldut 
thinkes ) the Tewes, though very much 
thereunto inclined, were that day relea- 
fed : nor lad of all , fron} any foule dif- 
eafe in the privie parts, by the Mgyptians 
called Sabba ; which Fl. lofephm wor- 
thily derides in his fecond bookc againft 
jippim. It is well Jcnowne from what 
corrupt Channell thefe derivations have 
beene drawne by the elder lewes j who by 

their BaccmMik^^;pmmwmd 
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juft occafion to fufpedfc , that they did 
confecrate their Sabbath unto Reyels ra- 
ther , than Gods fer<vice. As for thclc 
Sabbaths , they either were the Weekety 
Sabbathsfit thofe which in the Scripture 
are called Sabbaths of yeeres : and thele 
againe, either each fevemh jyeere , in the 
which the Earth lay fallow 5 or every 
fiftieth yeere> calkd otherwifc the Teen of 
lubile 5 wherein each man returned a- 
gaine to his owne Pofleflion, and Inhe- 
ritance , as the Law appointed. There 
were at lead five other meanings of this 
word, in holy Scripture . of which, con- 
Mt HoJpiniAn in hisbooke defeftu lud*- 
orum* But for the Weekely Sabbath men- 
tioned in the Decalogue 3 being it is be- 
come to many a <3{pcke of offence 5 it will 
not happily be unwelcome to the wa- 
<vering mind$Q to determine of the Toint, 
i:hat they may have fomething where- 
upon to faflen. There is not any thing 
now more frequent in fome Zelots 
mouthes 5 than that the Lords day is 
with us lictntioujly prophaned : the fourth 
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literaSy j as if it did as much oblige us 
ChriflianSy as once the lewes. And to thi s 
purpofe all fuch Texts of the Old Te- 
nement, which feeme to prefle the rigo 
rolls keeping of that day , are alledged 
at once: and thereupon fome men molt 
fuperfiitioufly perfwaded, neither to kindle 
fire in the Winter time , wherewiDh to 
yparme themlelves > or to drejfe JMeat for 
fuftentation of the poore , or fiich as 
thefe : which trench not more upon the 
bounds of Chriflian hbertie, than they doe 
breake the bonds of Chriflian cbaritie. 
Not fo much therefore to abate their 
zeale, but (if it may be done) to dire ft 
it rather ; I fhall in briefc , and as the 
time will give me leave , handle efpe- 
cially thefe three things about the Sab- 
bath : Firft , the Inflitution ; fecondly, 
the Alteration of it 5 and thirdly , the 
Qlebration of the feme : that thefe my 
Sonnes ( together with the reft) may 
know the better, how carefully they 
are to walke in this doubtfuli Point : 
neycher diverting on the left hand, with 
! the propbaner fort of people 5 nor madly 
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Sect. II. 
And firft , the Injiitution of the Sab- 
bath is generally referred to God, by all 
who are inftru&ed by the Word of God, 
that hee created all things , and hath 
finee governed the iame. But touching 
the original of this Injiitution , and pro- 
mulgation of the lame, it is not yet agreed 
upon amongft the Learned. Some fetch 
the original thereof from the beginning of 
the World, when God firft bit fed the fe- 
rventh day, and fanSbified it. Whence well 
this queftion may be ray fed , Whether be- 
fore the publifbing q/'Mofes Law , the Sab- 
bath "MM to be obferyed by the Law of 2^ 
ture ? They which are commonly more 
apt to fay any thing, than able afterwards 
toproye it 5 maintaine affirmatively, that 
it was. For what fay they, Is it not all 
one, to bleffe and fanttifie the (e^vmth day, 
in the beginning of the World , as to 
impofe it then on the pofteritie of Adam, 
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to be blefi and Jatitltfed ? If all the reft of 
the Commandements flow from the Prin- 
ciples of Nature,how is this excluded ? 
Can wee conceive, that this onely Cere- 
monial! Law crept in , wee know not 
how , amongft the SMorals ? Or that 
the Tropbet cMofes would have ufed 
fuch care in ordering the Decalogue, 
onely to bring the Church into greater 
troubles . .Adde hereunto,that 7 ornieUus 
thinkes it hardly credible , that Eno/h 
fhould apart himfelfe from the lonnes 

of C a i n > t0 C *B u P on the nme °f the Lord, 
without Ibme certaine and appointed 
time for that performance. Nor were 
the frequent Sacrifices, as Qahin thinks, 
performed by ^Abraham , and the other 
Tatriarkes, without relation to this day. 
Tell mee (fay they) who can, Where- 
fore, before the publication of the Law 
of cMofeS) there fell no JMannab on the 
ferocntb day ? Had not the Sabbatb, ac- 
cording to Gods firft example , beene 
kept continually, from the foundations 
of the World, Thcfe are indeed fuch 
arguments, as make a fain flourifi 3 but 
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conclude nothing. Tertullian, a mod and- 1 
ent Writer, maintaines the contrarie: 
Doceant Adam Sabbati^ajje i ant A- 
b el hoftiam Deo Janclam offeremem , &c. 
cc Let them ( fay th hee in a particular 
ce Tract againlt the lewes ) afure mee, 
" // they can , that Adam ever kept 
<c the Sabbath * or A b e l , when hee of 
" fered unto God his accepted Sacrifice) 
<c bad regard thereof ; or that Noah 
ec fcepf */;e /dwa? , 7t>ben hee -yeas bufied in 
" preparing of the^Arke, againfl the De- 
luge j or finally ,. that Abraham in 
offering hiifonne Isaac j or that M e l- 
<c c h i s e d e C) ifl execution of hit Priefl* 
" Imm/ , fcwA* wotfc* of it. So hee. Be- 
fides , Eufebitu doth by this argument, 
maintainc the ancient Tatriarkes to have 
beene Chriflians ( as wee are ) in very 
truth , though not in name 5 becaufe 
that ncyther they nor wee obferved the 
Sabbath of the Jems , Hlfl. lib, 1. cap. 4. 
r.vmffJ. And thereupon it is affirmed by luftm 
jri**«w,'.4 3 c. cManyr> m his Dialogue with Trypbo, 
andBede in his Hexameron , that many 
of thofe. former times were renowned 
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for fanSitie, which neither kept the Sabbath 
or were circumcijed. Which alio is ex- 
preflely held by Jbulenfis. It is true, 
that TornieUm doth colle& from thefe 
words of I o b , Where waft thou when 1 
layed the foundations of the Earth, when the 
morning Starres (ung together , and all the 
fonnes of Ged [homed for }$y , I o b. 3 8 
4, 7. that in the accomplifhment of the 
Creation , the Jngels did obferve the 
Sabbath. But then hee addes, that the 
obferi>ance of it heere upon the Earth,- 
was not till many Ages after. Ic is 
true, that Calvin hath affirmed , that ic 
may probably be conjectured , that the 
[anclification of the Sabbath was before the 
Lav?. But many of our later Writers 
are not therewith iatisfied : and there- 
fore it concernes them who maintaine 
the ^Affirmative , to make it good by 
Texts of Scripture, 
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For what v>eake proof es are they,which 
before were urged ; God bleffed the [e- 
rventh day, and fanttified it ; therefore hee 
then commanded it to be kept holy by 
his people. SMofes, as *A\buknfis hath it, 
ipake this by way of anticipation ; rather 
to (hew the equitie of the Commande- 
rnent, than the originaU. Enofh might 
call upon the Lord , and Abraham offer fa- 
crifice, without relation to a fet and ap- 
pointed time ; oftner, and fcldomer , as 
they had occafion. And as for the not 
falling of the Mannah on the Sabbath 
day, this rather was a preparation to the 
Commandement , than any promulgation 
of it. For put the cafe, that lacobon the 
I Sabbath had neglected Labans Flocks; 
and that the Jfraelites under Pharaoh 
not made up their tale of Bricks ; ney ther 
had hee efcaped a chiding, nor they the 
infolent/«r/<?of their Task-mafters. And 
now , according to the Principles of 
thefe Sabbatarians , what would you 
counfaile them to doe ? Did they ob- 
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.fervc the Sabbath ? They were fure of 
punifhment from man : Did they neglect 
it ? They were fure of njengeance from 
the herd. Vnto fuch (traits are they re- 
duced, who would impofe the Sabbath, 
as a perpetuall Law of Nature, upon 
the confciences of their poore brethren. 
Some men (perhaps) will lay, that as 
the Fathers before JMo(es ) had Gods Word 
amongft them , although not written j 
and that it was committed unto writing, 
when as their leverall Families were 
growne into a NathnaU , and a fetled 
Church : even fo the Sabbath had a vo- 
luntarie obfervation , from the firft Be- 
nediblionoi the fame, in private hou- 
fes 5 which after, when the Church was 
growne, and releafed from bondage, 
was impofed thereon, as a Commande- 
ment. Suppofe it lb i Yet dill the ob- 
fervation of it, is founded on the fourth 
Commandement 5 which , whether it bee 
Natural! and MoraQ, or elfe Ceremonial} , 
wee mutt confider more diftindly : For 
that a meere and perilling Qremonie 
fhould equally be ranked amongft Mo- 
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r4fl dttfrf, which arc alwaycs binding, 
feemes (at the firft fight) not to (land 
with reafon. Therefore it is refolvcd 
on by the wifer fort , that there is in the 
fourth Commandment iomething JMoraU> 
and fomc things Ceremonial ; the cir- 
cumftances Ceremonial , but the fub- 
ftance JTHoraU* It is, as <Abulenfis hath 
it, a Di&ate of the Law of Nature, that 
fomc fet time bee put apart for Gods 
holy worfhip : but it is Ceremonial! and 
LegaB, that this ywrjbip fliould bee re- 
{trained eyther to one day of (even, or 
the fey entb day precifcly from the Worlds 
Qreation. A time of 3{eft> is therefore 
MoraU 5 but the fet time thereof, is Ce- 
remonial : Which is confeflcd by thofe 
who have flood mod on this Com- 
mandemcnt , and urged it even unto a 
probable fufpition of ludaifme. ufquinas 
alfo fo rcfolves it : and (which is fel- 
dome feenc in other cafes , the Schoole- 
men ( of what Sed: focver) fay the 
fame. Whereby wee may perceive, in 
what refpects the Fathers have fome- 
times pronounced it to be a Cenmonie, 
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and a Shadow, and a Figure onely. Three 
things hath Calvin noted in it, of: per- 
petual! obfervation : firft, Reft from labour 
at lbme certaine and appointed time, 
that God the better may worke in us : 
fecondly , holding of publike meetings and 
aflemblies,forthe exercife of religious 
duties : thirdly , the eafe and recreation 
both of our Servants and our Catte'J , 
which otherwife would be tyred with 
continuall labour. And three things 
alio are allcdged by <Abulen(is, to prove 
it an unliable and an alterable Qeremo- 
me : Firft , the determining of the day 
to bee one of feven , or the feventh day 
precifely from the Worlds Creation 
next , the commencement and continu- 
ance thereof, from Evening unto Eve- 
ning ; and laftly, the precife and rigid 
keeping of it , in not kindling f res , and 
fuch like. Which, howlbever they bee 
true , and diftin&ly fhew , what dill 
pertaines to us in [anttifying the Lords 
day aright , and what is abrogated by 
Qrifls comming : Yet fince the Word 
affords them not, they rather ieeme to 
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fct downe fomewhat of their owne, 
than produce any thing bom- Scripture 
For granting all that hath beene faid, 
yet I will looke upon the Text apart, 
and aske precifely , what it commands 
us. Firft there prefents it felfe in the 
very front , the fanftifying of the Sab- 
bath. What Sabbath ? The fey eat h day. 
How reckoned ? From the firft of the 
Creation. But this falls jutt upon the 
day of the lemjh Sabbath : And fo to 
urge this Commandement for keeping of 
the Lords day , is to bring in ludaifme. 
Whence trucly faid Saint Avstin, 
§}ujfquu diem ilium obferyat, fkut liter a fo- 
not , container fapit : Hee that obferves 
that day. according to the literall fence 
is but carnally wife. They therefore 
are but idly buficd , who would fo 
farre enlarge the Sabbath , or feventh 
day in this Commandement , as to in- 
clude the Lords day in it 5 or fo to or- 
der their account a as that the Sabbath 
of the Ums fhould fall iumpe with 
ours* As if there were an end of Chri 
flian Qongregations > in cafe they were 
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not borrowed from the hwifh Synagogue } 
or that the inftitution of the Lords day 
were of no efTecl: , were it not Itreng- 
thened and fupported by the fourth Com- 
mandemenu QalYm k very round with 
cc the like falfe -teachers. Such men (%th 
cc hee) as idly tbinke the obfervation of 
tc one day in fey en to be the Morall part , 
cc of the fourth Commandment $ what doe 
cc they elfe , but change the day , as in dif 
cc honour oj the Iewes , retaining in their 
" mindes the former fanttitie thereof. And 
" thereunto hee addes : ^And certalnely 
<e wee fee what dangerous effects they have 
cc produced from fuch a Doctrine ; thofe 
ce which adhere to their inflruttions , ha- 
<c Vitig exceedingly out-gone the Iewes , in 
u their groffe and carnaU fuperflitions about 
(C the Sabbath. But this , the changing 
of the Sabbath to the Lords day (which 
is next in order to be handled) will more 
clearely manifeft. 


lnf'tt. h'/ap.S. 

fin. j4. 


Ei Sect. 
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Sect. IV. 

Thus have wee found the inflitution 
of the lemjb Sabbath in the fourth Com- 
mandement , confirmed by the example 
of God himfelfe ; and wee have alfo 
noted, what is to bee retained therein, 
zsMoraH : it now remaineth to* fee, 
what there is in it Ceremonial!, and how 
abrogated. For if this bee not made 
apparant, and by evident proofes ; the 
Conscience would bee watering, and re- 
lapfe at laft to ludaifme. For who (aL 
moft) would not thus rcalbn with 
himfelfe ? I fee a Trecept , ranked a- 
mongfl other JMorall ^Precepts , which 
doth command mee to obferve the fe- 
rventb day precifely, from the fir ft Crea- 
tion i and fince the others are in force 3 
why is not this ? It neyther fits the 
Cburcb, nor mee , to repeale the Law of 
God, at our dilcretions . but rather to 
obey his pleafure. What then advife 
wee to bee done ? Not as fome doe 5 
who urge the words of this Qomman- 
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dement fo farre, till they draw blood in 
(lead of comfort. Our Saviour belt re- 
folves this doubt , laying ; The Sabbath 
was made for man , and not man for the 
Sabbath : and that the Sonne of man 
Lord of the Sabbath ; and therefore had 
authoritie to change it , for mans grea- 
ter profit ; as the giofje notes it, out of 
!Bede~ But heere it is obje&ed , That 
Cbrifi came into the World, not to defiroy 
the Law, but to fulfill it. To which, wee 
fay with the Jlpoftle : Doe noee deflroy 
the Law by Faith God forbid : wee 
confirme it rather. Chrift then hath 
put away the jbzdow, but retained the 
light , and fpreads it wider than before 5 
fhewing thereby, the excellent harmo- 
nic betweene the Gojpel and the Law. 
Saint Pa v l, .Q(om. 14. and §£.4. doth 
generally taxe the lemfb obfervation of 
dayes and times : particularly hee fhew- 
eth us, that the Sabbath is abrogated, 
Colofi. the fecond : Let no man judge pu 
(fayth hee) in meates and drinkes , or in 
rejpett of an holy day, or of the Sabbath, 
Wich were the /badow of things to come, ' 
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but the body u of Ch ri st. Let no man 
judge you ; I e. Let none condemne you, 
if you kcepe them not « becaufe thofe 
(hadowes altogether vanifhed , at the ri- 
fing of the Sunne of (Rjgbteoufnejfe. As 
therefore 2S[ature requires Meates and 
Drinkes } but for the choyfe thereof, 
wee arc left free , to ChrijVan libertie : 
So %eafon tells us, that there rauft be 
lbme certaine time appointed for Gods 
publike fer<vice j though from the bon- 
dage and ncceffitie of the lewijh Sab- 
bath, wee are delivered by the Goftel. 
Since then wee fee the abrogation of 
the lewijh Sabbath-, let us confider, by 
what right the Lords day hath fuccee- 
ded in the place thereof : Wherein I 
muft of force pafle over many things, 
which are at large difcufled by others. 
For to what purpofe mould I fall up- 
on the vAnabaptift , the Familifi , and. 
Swencfeldian . ? who making all dayes e- 
quall , and equally to be regarded , in 
(lead of Chriflian libertie , would bring 
into the Church an Heathenifb licentiouf- 
nejje : Or elfe exclaime agalnft the Sab- 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research bAtilYtHttS 



Of the Sabbath. 



batarians of this Age , who by their Sab- 
bath-peculations would bring all to /«. 
daifme. Io/ephm tells us of a River in 
the Land of Palefline, that is called 
Sabbaticm ; which being drie fixe dayes, 
doth on the feventb fill up his Ghan- 
nell , and runne very fwifrly * Contra- 
rie, Plinie ; that it runnes fwifcly all che 
fixe dayes , and is drie onely on the fe- 
rventh* Baronius takes Iqfephus part. The 
Rabbins (who would prove from hence 
their Sabbath ) take pare with Time. 
Plainely Baronius was deceived, as Qa- 
faubon nath truly noted , by a corrupt 
Copie of lofepbuf. But howfbever, for 
the Rabbins they are thus filenced by 
Galatimu. Si fluvius Me dum erat , &c. 
cc In cafe (Tayth heej that Riyer whiles 
cc it was in being , was a good argument 
< c that the lewijh Sabbath was to be obfer- 
« <vedi now, face there is no fitch G(i<ver 
extant, it is a better argument, that their 
Sabbath is not any where to be regarded. 
Our fanatick and peevifti lpirits it were 
beft to fend, to make enquirie for this 
Ri<ver 5 while, in meane time wee doe 
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unfold , and for as much as in us is, 
compoie the Differences y which have 
beene ray fed in this Point , amongft [ 
"SPtfer beads. 


Sect. V. 

They then which are perfwadcd, 
that the Lords day fucccedes in place of 
the lewifh Sabbath , affirme it eyther as 
eftablifhed by the Law of God, and of 
Di<vine authorise 5 or introduced by Ec- 
clefiaflicall conftitution. They which pre- 
tend thcfirft, eyther derive their argu- 
ments more weakely , from the Old Te* 
[lament 5 or elfe more warily , from the 
New ! And from the Old Teftament they 
produce two arguments 5 one, borrow- 
ed from the fanttification of the fet>entb 
day, in the firfl Creation of the World • 
the other , from the inftitution of the 
Sabbatb 5 in the fourth Commandemenu Of 
thofe which build upon the confuta- 
tion of the Church , fomc doe affirme it 
abfolutely 5 as doe the Tafifts and tAct 
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minians ; as may bee made apparant out 
of the Iefuites, Canonifts, and Schoole-men, 
and the Confeflion of the Remonflrants. 
To whom adde Brentiut, on Levit.i$. 
Chemnitiut, in his Common Places ; and 
of ourowne Writers, not a few. Others 
lb fortifie and corroborate this Confii- 
tution EcclefiaflicaJl , as if the Church did 
onely publifh and continue that, which 
by the ^Apofiles was firft ordered. But 
(as it feemeth to mee) thefe Differen- 
ces are of no great moment : fave that 
the firft Opinion inclines too much to 
ludaifme j and doth too much oppugne 
(whether more impudently, or more ig- 
norantly ; that I cannot lay ) the re- 
ceived Opinion of Divines. For who 
knowes not that common Principle of 
the Schoole-men, out of the feventh unto 
the Hebrews : The Trieftbood being chan- 
ged > there u made of necefiitie a change alfo 
of the Law ? Whence they conclude , 
that at this day the JMorall Law bin- 
deth not, as it was published and pro- 
claimed by SMofes j but as at firft it 
appertained no lefle unto the Gentiles, 
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than the lewes ; and afterwards 5 was 
explaned and confirmed by Cbrifl , in 
his holy Gojpel Zancbim doth ftrongly 
prove the fame ( amongft other things) 
out of this Commandement about the Sab- 
bath. Si Decalogut quatenus per Mosen 
iradituf fuit Ijraelitu , ad gentes qmque 
cc pertmeret , &c. If the Commandments 
cc (fayth hee) at tbey yvcre given by 
ce Moses unto the Israelites , appertai- 
<c ned alfo to tbt Gentiles ; the Gentiles 
<c had beene bound by tbu Commandement, 
<c to fantlifie the Sabbatb ypitb as much 
" flrittnefe , as the lewes. But (wee it is 
ct mofi evident, that the Gentries never 
<c 'Soere obliged to keepe that day holy ; it 
" plainely foSowetb, that tbey neytber "&>ere 
cc nor could be bound to keepe the reft of 
<c the Commandements , as publijhed and 
c< proclaimed by Moses unto them of 
" Ifrael Nor doe thele hot-Jpurres well 
obfervc, how they intangle thcmfelves, 
by borrowing the autboritie of the Lords 
day from the Law of SHojes. For if 
they ground themfelyes upon that Com- 
mandement i Why Iceepe they not that 
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day precifcly, which the Text comman- 
ded ? By what amhoritie have they fub- 
Itituted the Jirft day of the Weeke, for 
the jevemh day exactly from the Worlds 
Creation ? What difpetifation have they 
got , to kindle fire, to dreffe and make 
readie JMtat , which was prohibited 
the Iewes , by the fame Commandement. 
In cafe they bee a foamed of thele and 
fuch like beggerly elements , and tell us, 
that the JMoraU duties of the day are 
onely now to bee obferved ; (■ not to 
(ay any thing of a diftinction fo in- 
firme , and which the Text afFordeth 
not ) they defert their Station and 
will they, nill they, ioyne with them, 
who letting paffe the *vale of M o- 
s e s , feeke for the original of the Lords 
day in the Sunne-fhine onely of the 
Go$el 
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Sect* VX 

For thofe that make their boafi, that 
ehey have found the inflitution of the 
Lwft day in the N*b> Tejiament exprejje- 
ly i let them fhew the place. Our Sd- 
viour oftentimes difputed with the 
w/<w, about their fiiperftitious obferva- 
tion of the Sabbath day ; and many times 
explaned the meaning of that Comman- 
dment : But where is any the lead fuf- 
pition of the abrogation of it ? Where 
any mention , that the Lords day was 
inltituted in the place thereof ? Well. 
Chrifi afcended up on high , and left be- 
hind him his Jipoflles , to preach the 
Gojpel. And what did they ? Did they 
not Jkeepe the lewifh Sabbath , without 
noyfc 3 or fcruple ? And gladly teach 
the people , congregated on the Sabbath 
dayes I Nay, more than this : Did not 
the TrimitiDe Qhureh defigne as well 
the Sabbath, as the Lords day, unto fa- 
cred Meetings ? Thefe things are fo 
notorious , that they need no proofe. 

The 

' O i y i L i A e U ■b y the Cent e r for A d vcnt i ot R e s e ar c h , 



Of the Sabbath. 



The Tapifls hereupon inferre, that the 
Lords day is not of any Divine Inftitu- 
tion , but grounded onely on the Con- 
ftitution of the Church. A Civffl Ordi- 
nance (%th Brentiw) not a Common- 
dement of the Gofiei. And the 
flrants have declared in their late Con- 
fefion y That by our Lord Christ 
e s v s , afl difference of dopes "ms wholly 
Abrogated in the New Teftament. All 
which accord exactly with that gene- 
rail JMaxime, which in this very Ar- 
gument is layd downe by Suare^ , and 
by him borrowed from the Schooles : 
In Lege nova mn funt data ftecialia Pr*~ 
cepta Divina de accidentalibtu obfervantiii 5 
That in the Nem Teftament there were 
given no fieciall Precepts* or Dircftiomi 
touching accidental Duties. Yet notwith- 
ftanding this , even in the Church of 
Q{pme, <*Ancboranw f Panormitani^Angeltis, 
and Sylvefter , have ftoutly let them- 
lelves againft rhefe luke-warme ^Advo- 
cates , in affirmation of the Divine au- 
thority of the Lords day. Bor, (as it 
wghtly is obferved by the defenders of 

Digitized by the Cj^te^for Adventist Rese|ij^hg 



CMontholon. 
prompt, in Sab- 
bat, 



cap, 1, 



*A%*r*TrtJ3hut. 



1(5 


tha Sdbh/tth* 




the fourth Opinion ) it fecmed a dan- 
gerous thing to the whole Fabricke 
of Religion , fhould humane Ordinances 
limit the necelfitie of Gods holy "toor- 
(hip : Or that the Church mould not 
aflemble , but at the pleafure of the 
Qwgti » anc * they ( perhaps ) not 
well at one amongft themfelves. For 
what would men bulled about their 
Farmes , their Toakes of Oxen , and 
Domefticke troubles ! ( as the invited 
Guefls in the holy Gejpel) would they 
not cafily fet at naught an humane Or- 
dinance ? Would not prophane men 
eafily difpenfe, with their abfenting 
of themfelves from Trayers , and 
freaching s and give themfelves free 
leave of doing or neglecting any thing j 
were there not fomething found in 
Scripture , which more than any hit- 
wane Ordinance, or Inftitution, lnould 
binde the Conscience ? Well therefore , 
and with good advice 5 the Jtts and 
practice of the Apoftles hath becne alfo 
preffed ; befidesj the conftant and con- 
tinuall tradition of the Church : That 
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fo it may appeare , that in a thing of 
fuch great moment , the Church did 
nothing without warrant from thofe 
blefjed fpirits. Three Texts there are, 
which are raoft commonly produ- 
ced , in full proofe thereof. Firft 5 
jifts to* 7- Wjm the firft day , of the 
Weeke , "tt>ben the Difciples came together, 
to breake 'Bread 3 Pavl preached unto 
them readie to depart upon the SMorning s 
and continued hu Speech tii Midnight; 
Why is it fayd exprefely, That the 
Difciples came together, to beare the Word 
preached , and receive the Sacraments , J 
rather on this day than another ; ra- 
ther than on the lewi/b Sabbath ? were 
it not then a cuftome , to celebrate 
on that day their publike Meetings j 
the Sabbath of the lews beginning (by 
degrees ) to vanifli. The Fathers , 
and all Interpreters (almoft) doe fo . 
conceive it ; Though I eonfefle , that 
from a cafuaB fail , I fee not how a 
folemne inftimtion may bee juftly groun- 
ded. Nor may wee argue in this man- 
ner ; The Dijciples met that day together: . 
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therefore they gave commandment, that 
on the {hould alwayes 
bee ajjembled for Gods sporjbip. 
Who markes not heerc a great and no- 
table incoherence ? Looke therefore 
next upon the firft to the Corinthians, 
cap* 16* werfi» where wee feeme to 
have a Commandement : Let every man 
( fayth the Jpoftle ) upon the firft day of 
the Weeke lay by him in flore : What ? 
Cotieftions for the Saints : And why ? 
Becaufc hee had fo ordered it , in the 
Churches of Galatia. Heere then wee 
have an Ordinance fet downe by the J- 
poftle, to bee obferved in the Church : 
But what is that hee order ah ? Not 
that the firft day (hould bee fet apart 
for the Lords fervice 5 but that upon 
the firft day of the Weeke they make 
CoQehions for the Saints. The third and 
laft, is ^fpel 1 « and 1 0 • 1m (fayth 
the Evangelift ) in the Spirit on the 
Lords day : And what day is that ? 
Had hee meant oncly the lewi/h Sab' 
bath , doubtlefle hee would have cal- 
led it fo : If any other of the Weeks* 
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not eminent above the reft , the title 
had beene needlefle , and ambiguous } 
and rather had obfeured , than expla- 
ned his meaning. What therefore refts? 
but that comparing this place with 
the former two , Interpreters both new 
and old conclude together , that here 
the tAfoftle meant the firft day of the 
Wceke ; whereupon Cbrifl rofe , and 
the DifctpUs came together , for the dif- 
charge of holy duties ; and Paul com- 
manded , that Collections mould bee 
made : as was the cuftome afterwards, 
in the ^Primitive Church , according 
unto luftin SMartyr , who lived veric 
neere the ^Apo files times. The altera- 
tion of the name doth intimate > that 
the Sabbath was alio altered 5 not in 
relation to gods wor/hip , but the ap- 
pointment of the time . 


i i 
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What then ? Shall wee affirme , 
That the Lords day is founded on Di- 
/vine authorise f For my part, ( with- 
out prejudice unto any mans Opini- 
on ) I afient unto it i however that 
the Arguments like mee not , whereby 
the Opinion is fupported. This infe- 
rence firft offends mee , That in the 
Cradle of the World , God Mefied the 
(evettth day , and fantlified it ; therefore 
all men are bound to fanBifie if, by the 
Lam of Nature : fince I both doubt , 
whether the Patriarkes did obferve it, 
before JMofes time $ and have learnt al- 
fo, that the Lam of Nature is immutable. 
Next this diflafts me y That they would 
have the fpending of one day in feyen> 
on Gods holy T&orjhip , to bee perpetual 
and MoraU. As congruous, or convenient 
ail men admit it 5 but cannot fee fo 
eafily , that it mould bee MoraU , and 
perpetuall. JSfor is it, thirdly, without 
fcandall , that the fourth Qommandement 
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fhould bee fo commonly produced, 
to iuftifie our keeping of the Lords 
day , by the Text thereof. If they re- 
quired no more, but the analogic, the 
equitie, or the reafon of that Commande- 
ment , wee would not fticke to yeeld 
unto it : But whiles they ftand too 
clofe to the very letter, they may (per- 
haps) bee iuftly charged with Iuda- 
ifms. Fourthly , as little like I them, 
who promife much in proofe hereof, 
out of the New Teftament, which the 
Text affordeth not. For where is any 
exprefTe institution of the Lords day , in 
any one of the <Apoflles 3 or Etangelifls ? 
Yea, or what Text is there , whence 
it may neceflarily bee collected , in cafe 
wee m«ete an Adverlarie , who muft 
bee dealt withall exa&ly . and will 
not eafily aflent , but to folidi Ar- 
guments ? Nor laftly , am I fatufied 
with the bare Ordinance of the Church ; 
which with the fame facilitie may bee 
broU , as it was enabled : Which abfo- 
lutely to affirme of the Lords day, were 
too unadvifed. Therefore, amongft fo 
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many uncertainties, to refofre finally 
on fomcthing , whereupon to faflen : 
A thing may bee affirmed to have Di- 
vine autboritie , two manner of wayes 9 
eyther becaufe that it may bee found 
in holy Scripture , in tearmes expreffe ; at 
lcaft deduttect thence, by neceffarie con- 
ference : Or , that there are examples 
of it, which the Qburcb afterwards did 
continue. The infiitution of the Lords 
day , out of Scripture , eyther expreflely, 
jOr on neceffarie conference , (hew mee 
! hee that can. Examples there are of it, 
\fome y whereon the practice of the 
Qburcb may ground it felfe. They 
which looke higher 3 and fcarch into 
the ^Veiles and Shadoms of the Old Te- 
ftament , to finde this InflHutiw 5 fall, 
with the Ebionite , and Tetro Srufian , 
into the Toyles of ludaifme. And on 
the other fide, they which looke not 
fo high » , attaine not unco that begin- 
ning , wherein both the Primitive Be- 
nedittion and Reafon of the Cotnmande- 
tnent feeme to meet together : Not as 
derived thereon from the Law of SWo- 
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; but (as Cbemnitim rightly noteth.) 
Che <voluntarie confecration of it, by the 
Chriflians. Nor doe the Laves of Em- 
perours , and other Princes , the Canons 
of the Church , or Decrees of Councells , 
give to this j£fp any Divine author itie , 
which before it had not : But mew 
us rather , what they received from 
thcbtJnceftM, by them to bee trans- 
mitted unto their Pofleritie. This, not 
much contradicted and oppofed by 
them , who feemc to fpeake lefle ho- 
nourably of this day, and its inftituti- 
cc on. For Brentiui, thus : However it 
QC be to be accounted , not for an Evan- 
cc gelicall Trecept , but a QviU Ordi- 
" nance y yet yeitball u it fo Divine , that 
cc bee febo fbaH neglefi it 3 or rafhly breake 
c< it , doth forthwith become Tvorfe than the 
(< Iew 3 or InfideD. And the Arminians 
cc doc profeffe , That they conceive them 
ec yoorthie of a juft rebuke, oj ^violaters of 
cc the publike Order, which doe not keepe 
Cf fo laudable and good a Cuflome , accor- 
<c ding to the patterne of the Primitive 
" Church. Yea, and xA^oriw the lefuite 
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*k>th diftinguilh with us, of Divine au- 
thority , flriftly and largely taken : that 
lb , not that alone which is found in 
Scripture may properly be laid to have 
Divine authority but whatfoevex by 
good confluence may bee drawne from 
thence 3 eythcr in reference to the in- 
ftitution, or fome example of it, or (at 
lead) fome analogic thereunto. And 
whereas Qalvin, Bullinger, Bucem, Brcn- 
tim $ Chemnitiw, ^Vrfine 9 and others of 
the Reformed Qhurches affirme , That 
(till the Church hath power to change 
the Lords day to fome other : Suare^. 
doth thus diftinguifh in it, That it is 
absolutely alterable , but not pratlically : 
that is (as I conceive it) That fuch 
a Tower is abfolutely in the Qhurch , 
though not convenient now to bee put 
in prattife. The reafons of it , two : 
Firft, becaufe inflituted (as generally 
the Fathers grant ) in memorie of our 
Redemption ; made perfect on that day 3 
by our Saviours refurretlion ; Next, 
bccaule not depending barely upon a 
Civill , or Ecclefiafiicall Ordinance 3 but 
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on the pratlice and exprefle tradition of 
the ^Apoftles 5 who (queftionlefle) were 
ledde into ail truth by the Holy Gboft. 
Which beeing 16 if any way wardly \ 
fliall oppofe us j as if they would com- i 
pofe Ibme Sabbatical Idol} out of an e- 
quail mixture of Law and Gojpel 5 they 
may bee very .fitly likened to the lew 
of Fewks baric, mentioned in our Com- 
mon J\nnah : who on a Saturday fell 
by chance into a Pr'rvie and would 
not then permit himfelfe to bee taken 
outj becaule it Was the te&i/b Sabbath ; 
nor could bee fufTered to bee taken 
thence the next day following i b£- 
caufe the Lords day , celebrated by the 
Ckriftiam : And fo, betwixt both daycs, 
hee died moft raiferably , that under- 
ftood not rightly the celebration and 
true ufe of ey ther. Of which , the 
celebration of this day 3 I am next to 
fpeake. 

• •• ■ • _ . ■ . 

Sect. 
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Ssct. VIII. 

fPrayfe waitetb fir tbee , 0 Lwtf , i» 
Swu, unto thee (baft tbe^Vow be per- 
formed : 0 thou that bearefi prayer , unto 
tbee /hall ai flejb come. The life of Tie- 
tie and Religion , is Gods publike v>or- 
Jbip ; the foulc of publike worjbip, is the 
due performance or the fame* They 
which efteeme not this as they ought 
to doe , whether propbane , carnaU , or 
fcbifmAticaU perions, doe not alone (as 
much as in them is) teare the Church 
in pieces 5 which is the feamelejje Coat 
of C h ri st 5 but doe renounce the 
Heritage, bought for us at lb great a 
price j and offered to us with fo great 
mercie. Hee that endevours to purfue 
the feverall by-wayes and diffonant cla- 
mours of particular men , in this pre- 
fers Argument ; cntreth into a moft 
inextricable Labyrinth. But generally, 
thofc things which others have pro- 
pounded in lome obfeuritic , may bee 
reduced moft fitly unto thefe two 
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heads : Firlt, that wee marke diftincl:- 
ly, in the celebration of this^y, what 
fpsciaU duties are commanded ; and next, 
what offices are permitted* To the dif- 
coverie whereof , thefe words 3 Our 
God , our neighbours , and our (elves , 
like a JMercuriaU finger , will dire& 
our journey , amidft the feverall tur- 
nings of this prefent World. Thefe 
three are principally aymed at in thofe 
pious duties , which on this day have 
beene commended to us , or rather im- 
posed on us , by the JBs and prattice 
of the i/ipoflles. Firft , the Difciples 
came together > to breake Bread, and heart 
the Word : Which , without folemnc 
and preparatorie Prayers , were a faint 
devotion, ^Atls io* This is the honour 
due to God* QolleBions, fecondly a are 
appointed } i* Corinth* \6+ This is in re- 
ference to our neighbour* And laft of 
all , Saint Iohn tpos in the Spirit on 
the Lords day, %evel. i. This in rela- 
tion to our (elves : That fo our pious 
contemplations , borne by the wings 
of the Spirit , may afcend on high . 
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even to thofe Hills , from whence cow- 
meth our falvation. Therefore upon this 
, Gods people are to meet in the 
Congregation , to celebrate Divine Ser- 
<vice> and to heare the Word j ^/wej 
to bee given , and godly ^Meditations to 
bee cherifhcd with our bed endevours. 
From whence arifeth that , as an Jc- 
cetforie in the Gojfel, which was a Trin- 
cipaU in the Law o/Moses, <$jft from 
fervilc workes , and from the ordinam\ 
Tvorkes of our ^Vocation. F or fmce there 
h not extant either Comm an dement , or 
example, in the Gojpel, which can af- 
fixe the ifcft of the 5^4^ to 
the Lords day now celebrated } and that 
our Cbriftian libertie will not away with 
that fevere and Ceremonial kind of Reft, 
which was then in ufe : wee onely 
are fo farre to abftaine from Worke, 
as it is an impediment to the perfor- 
mance of fuch duties as are then com- 
manded. Saint Hierome on the eigh- 
teenth of the iA& j affirmeth s That 
Saint Taul y when hee had none to 
whom to preach in the Cmnezationi 
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did on the Lords day ufe the Workes of 
his Occupation : and Christ <!id ma- 
ny things (as of fet purpoie) on the 
Sabbath , ( fo hath Chemmtius rightly 
noted ) to manifeft , that the Legall 
Sabbath was expiring ; and to demon- 
ftrace the true ufe of the Chriflian Sab- 
bob : if (at the lead) the name of 
Sabbath may be ufed amongft us, which 
fome diftaft. To end in briefe 3 thofc 
things are all commanded ; which doe 
advance Gods publike Service ; and 
thofe permitted , which arc no binde- 
rance thereunto. Of this lbrt ipeci- 
ally , arc the -workes of necefiitie : as, to 
drejfo cMeat , to draw the Oxe out of the 
Ditch, to leade our CatteH unto Water, 
to quench a dangerous Fire , and fuch as 
thefe. Then -workes of Cbaritie : Firft, 
in relation to our felves } and heere 
wee are permitted Recreations (of what 
fort foeverj which ferve lawfully to 
nfn\h our fpirits , and nourifli mutual! 
ndvbbourbood amongft us : Next , in 
relation unto others ; and heere no la- 
bour (how troublefome foever) is to 
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bee rcfufed , which may accommodate 
our neighbour , and cannot fitly bcc de- 
\ ferred. Where wee muft alwayes fccepe 
this Rule, That this our Chriftian libertie 
bee void of fcandaU ; I meane , of [can- 
dall juftly given, and not vainely caught 
at : That wee pretend not Charhie [to 
abfent our felves- from religious duties] 
when eyther covetoufaeffe , or loathing, 
or neglect of Go d s holy Ordinances, 
are under-hand the principall motives, 
Foure properties there are (as one 
rightly noteth) of all folemne Fefti- 
<vals 5 Satitlitie, Reft from labour, Cheere- 
fulneffe^ and Liberalise : Which vcrie 
things, the ^Ancients (by thofe names, 
whereby they did exprcfle their Fefti- 
rvals ) doe feeme to intimate, una de- 
rived from , which fignificth to 
meete, or to bee afiembled: jnfrom jjn , 
to rejoyce, to dance : from my , to 
reftraine from workes that are an hin- 
derancc. And fo amongft the greci- 
ans, ™iyv fli fignifieth an Jffembly and 
74a«t*j denotes Expences : From whence, 
their folemne Feftiyals were fo entitu- 
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led. And unto all thefe, whether %e- j 
creations , or Entertainments , Feaflings, 
and other indifferent Cuftomesjitone-ki 
\y appertained! to the %eligiout 
giftrate to prefcribc bounds and limits: 
Not to the rafh zjale of every one jwhich | 
out of a SebifmaticaB Stoicifme, not fuf- 
fering people ey ther to ufe a Fanne> or 
to M a Flea , rclapfe to ludaiftne ; nor 
on the other fide, to every prodigall 
and debauched Companion , loho 
joynes bimfelfs unto $elpbegor y 
and eates the Sacrifices 
rf the dead* 



FINIS. 
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